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EDUCATING MANCHESTER'S FINEST 
We give a special welcome to all the 
current Year 6 students and their 
families and friends, who are making 
important choices about the next stage 
of their educational journey. We hope 
this newsletter gives you a flavour of the 
many achievements we have to celebrate 
at Manchester Academy and gives you 
an idea of why Manchester Academy is 
an outstanding place to be educated. 

This term has been another incredibly 
busy one with a huge range of success 

stories in and out of the classroom. From 
literacy and numeracy mentors, Duke of 
Edinburgh participants, business 
entrepreneurs to those raising money for 
charity - all are shining examples of the 
calibre of students at Manchester 
Academy. 

In this issue we celebrate all that has 
been achieved and reinforce all those 
core values which underpin our school 
community. 

Those core values are: collective 
determination; personal excellence; 
service and leadership; enterprise and 
employability; friendship and community 
participation; support, inspiration and 
high standards. 

As the term ends, I wish you a happy 
and peaceful New Year! 

Dr. Antony Edkins 
Executive Principal and Senior Partner 

Read inside what has 
been achieved by 
focusing on: 

• Numeracy and literacy 
• Employability 

MANCHESTER ACADEMY 

OPEN DAYS 
We are open every morning of the week 
for you to come and have a look. 

If yo~ would like to visit please make an 
appointment by calling 0161 232 1639. 



SCIENCE LITERACY AND NUMERACY PROGRAMME INSPIRES THE 
SCIENTISTS AND DOCTORS OF THE FUTURE! 
Since March this year, the science team 
in partnership with The Science Learning 
Centre North West have been involved in 
the Triple Science Support Programme. 
This has focused initially on improving 
literacy through science as well as 
science-specific numeracy. Results this 
summer showed 77% of students 
achieved A *-C grades in separate 
sciences (an increase of 9% on 2011), 
giving a larger number of students the 
opportunity of continuing their studies at 
A level. 

Head of Science, Jo Smiles, is 
enthusiastic about the impact the 
programme has had on the quality of its 
triple science teaching and learning. She 
said; "When we introduced the new 
triple science courses we were conscious 
that doing so would need careful 
planning and organisation. Thanks to 
the audit and bespoke action plan put in 
place, our science teachers feel very 
supported and confident in teaching 
triple science. We have seen a significant 
increase in the number of our science 
students attaining A *- C grades in the 

three separate science subjects this year 
- a very positive result." 

The positive impact of involvement in the 
programme is already being seen in 
students who will sit their final 
examinations next year, with initial 
figures showing they are on track to 
improve results still further. Abbass Wali, 
a Year 10 student said; "Studying triple 
science will ensure that we get to the 
right college to continue 
science at A level 

PERSONAL EXC 
ART GETS 
ALL BANKSYI 
Year 8 st dents have created some 

mazin Graffiti artwork this year, 
in by the famous graffiti artist 
Banksy. ell done to Tazmin Afroze and 
Minnesha walley, whose artistic skills 
have blosso d this year. 

A MOST TALENTED 
STUDENT 
Year 9 Resistant Materials students 
attended a trip to the Manufacturing 
Institute, where they competed as a 
team against six other schools to design 
a new type of bottle for a chemical 
company. Although the team did not 
win, Leah Gilham-Macaulay won the 
most talented student prize. 
Well done Leah! 

and help us towards our chosen careers 
in medicine and engineering." 

It is crucial that all students with 
potential are encouraged and inspired to 
study subjects that will enable them to 
progress to higher education if they 
choose. Triple science subjects at GCSE 
are important in enabling students to 
study the single science A levels that are 
required for science degrees such as 
engineering, energy and medical 
industries. 



DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD GETS RECORD NUMBER OF RECRUITS! 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award, now in 
its 5th Year, was once again opened up 
to Year 10 students. Over 75% of the 
year group applied for a place and this 
year the numbers gaining a place 
reached a record high (60 in total). The 
popularity of the award is testament to 
previous students, who over the last four 
years have successfully completed and 
promoted the award in the school and 
local community. 

Every Wednesday the students take part 
in training sessions where they plan and 
prepare expeditions by [earning to read 
maps; read 6-figure grid references, take 
bearings and familiarise themselves with 

'The Countryside Code'. Students also 
[earn to be part of a team and lead 
teams as well as first aid, cooking and 
basic survival skills! 

Students have to complete various 
stages for the award including: 
volunteering, physical and skills. Many of 
the students volunteer to help our 
younger students read by delivering the 
'Toe-by-Toe' scheme and the Reading 
Mi[es project. Others develop leadership 
by becoming sports coaches. 

Grant Lopo, a Year 11 student is now 
moving on to the Silver Award and is 
leading cookery skills sessions for Year 7 

- 8, whilst also volunteering to pass on 
his knowledge and skills to the current 
Year 10 Bronze Award students. 
Grant said: "The Duke of Edinburgh 
Award has helped me to gain new skills 
and grow in confidence and has also 
given me opportunities to do and see 
things I have never done or seen before. 
Getting out of Manchester and into the 

countryside makes you realise just 
what's out there to experience. There is 
a lot of excitement around the school 
about the Duke of Edinburgh Award: 
Year 7s, 8s and 9s are already asking 
when they can sign up! " 

For more information about the award, 
the history of the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award at Manchester Academy and how 
to apply for a place, please see Ms Ri[ey. 

.. 



AND EMPLOVABILII V 
IT'S BUSINESS AS 
USUAL: SUCCESSFUL 
BUSINESS THAT IS! 
The autumn term has been successful 
business as usual for the enterprising 
students of Manchester Academy. 

GIVING NATIONS 
CHALLENGE 
Since the start of the year, the ICT and 
Business team have set out to improve 
students' employability skills. Each 
faculty member runs an extra-curricular 
activity with the focus of providing 
unique skills and opportunities to 
develop vital enterprising and 
employability skills beyond the classroom 
environment. 

Mrs Beattie's "Giving Nations Challenge" 
is a national competition that 
encourages young people to learn about 
charitable organisations and social 
enterprising skills. Having established a 
'Giving Nations Committee' of Year 9s, 
the students got thinking of possible 
business ventures to raise money for 
their chosen charity: The Christie Charity. 
Jasmin Kiernen said: "We chose to 
support this charity because they have 
been local leading experts in cancer care, 
research and education for over 100 
years. " 

The students set up and successfully ran 
a series of enterprising activities such as 
car washing, various competitions and a 
mammoth sponsored marathon. In total 
the students managed to raise a 
staggering £210! 

SANTA'S LITTLE HELPERS 
WIN IN THE 'DRAGONS' DEN' 

On Friday 19th October, a team of 
students went to Manchester Airport to 
participate in the 'Dragons' Den 
Enterprise Challenge'. 

The challenge meant that students had 
to pitch a new business concept related 
to Christmas. A team calling themselves 
'Santa's Little Helpers' made up of Jessica 
Hart, Vanesa Franciscova, Lydia Bull, 
Zaineb Sharif and Leah Gilham -
Macaulay came up with the idea of 
selling 3D handmade Christmas cards. 

'Santa's Little Helpers' competed against 
other schools and won. As a result they 
received the maximum amount of 
investment from the dragons for their 
business of £100. As an extra bonus, 
The Chief Executive of the airport, who 
was so impressed with the conduct, 
pitch and products of the girls, kindly 
requested the pleasure of rewarding the 
entrepreneurs further by offering to pay 
for their refreshments for the whole day! 
With Ms Mason's support, the team 
wasted no time in getting to work, 

manufacturing cards to a professional 
standard after school. The unique cards 
sold so well that the young 
entrepreneurs continue to replenish their 
stocks daily in order to sell as many as 
possible and win the competition. All 
surplus proceeds will be donated to St 
Anne's Hospice. 

Santa's Little Helpers will be returning to 
Manchester Airport just before Christmas 
to sell their cards at a Christmas Market 
in the heart of Terminal 2. Good luck 
girls! 

INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 'BLUE MONEY' 
DEMONSTRATES BIDDING SKILLS 

'Blue Money', our Year 8 EJE 
international import/export company has 
acquired seed funding after a successful 
bid to the Enterprise Department. This, 
however, wasn't enough for them and 
under the watchful eye of their mentor, 
Mr Lucas, they delivered a successful 

pitch to three partners at Pinsent 
Masons to receive more financial 
backing. 'Blue Money' is now preparing 
to negotiate with their partner school in 
Spain. 

Find out next time how they get on! 

Howard Newhall from The Christie Charity collecting a cheque of 
£210 on Wednesday, 17th October, 2012 at Manchester Academy 



ENTREPRENEURIAL STUDENTS CHOSEN 
TO REPRESENT ENGLAND 
The Indus Entrepreneurs, Young 
Entrepreneurs Global Programme was 
launched at Manchester Academy in 
November. To gain a place on the 
programme twenty students pitched a 
business idea to four leading 
entrepreneurs. Manchester Academy was 
chosen by TiE to be one of only two 
schools nationally to represent England, 
where students will compete against 
schools from ten other countries. 

The twelve successful students will now 
be mentored weekly by industry 
specialists and the sessions will be 
hosted at KPMG, 8arclays, PWC and 
other leading businesses. The final will 
be hosted by Washington University in 
June 2013. 



FRIENDSHIP AND COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
FAMILY LITERACY DAY CREATES A BUZZ! 

On Wednesday 21 st November we 
celebrated Family Literacy Day. Parents 
and carers of Year 7, 8 and 9 students 
were invited to join their children to 
participate in a range of literacy 
activities. The day provided students 
and their families with an opportunity to 
explore Literacy in a variety of ways. The 
aim of the day was to raise awareness 
of the importance of reading and 
engaging in literacy-related activities as 
a family. A few of these activities 
included: 

• A book exchange whereby students 
could bring in books from home and 
exchange them with books provided 
by the school 

• A paired reading zone, allowing 
parents to listen to their children read 

• An area where students and their 
families could experience a dramatic 
Shakespeare reading and workshop 

• Literacy worksheets and 
thought-provoking language games, 
such as scrabble and homonym and 
synonym puzzles 

• A dictionary corner where students 
gained knowledge on how to use a 
dictionary effectively and 
competitively through the use of 
definition exercises 

• A live 'Spelling bee' competition 

There was also an opportunity for 
parents/carers to gain an overview on 
how Manchester Academy supports 
Literacy through the curriculum and 
intervention programmes. 
The day proved to be a great success as 
staff, students and families came 
together to celebrate literacy. 

Lov-Ec Nipadadae, Year 7 said: 
"There was a real buzz around the whole 
school. Reading really can be fun when 
you read together!" It was fantastic to 
see so many families engaged in the 
activities and having fun! " 

- p 



, INSPIRATION AND HIGH STANDARDS 
ON YEAR 11 

UNIVERSITY 
BECKONS ... 
During November, Ms. Radlett and Mr. 
Strickland took ten students to 
Manchester University to explore the 
experience of being a university 
undergraduate. 

Students took part in a lecture, learned 
how to take notes and conducted a 
research project alongside university 
students before delivering their own 
presentations to an audience. 

The students involved were also given 
information about access programmes 
for Manchester University and advice 
about their futures. 

GETTING AHEAD 
OF THE REST! 
Year 11 have also impressed by writing 
excellent personal statements to 
accompany their college application 
forms. All Loreto, Xaverian and William 
Hulme Grammar School college forms 
have now been processed and students 
are looking forward to gaining 
interviews at these 
respected Sixth Form 
colleges. 

Well done to these 
students for getting 
ahead of the rest 
by ensuring their 
applications were 
submitted well 
before the 
colleges' January 
deadline! 

DEDICATION 
IN MATHS ... 
In order to get into university, students 
require at least a C grade in GCSE maths. 
Year 11 have been showing their 
commitment to the subject by attending 
period 6 maths lessons every week. As a 
reward for their efforts students have 
been receiving brand new England rugby 
shirts, Ms Murphy's cookies and 
manicures! 

ROYAL AIR FORCE 
MATHS CHALLENGE 
Year 11 have also participated in the 

'Royal Air Force Maths Challenge' in 
Aintree, Liverpool. 

The students were put through their 
paces by RAF staff as they were 
challenged to combine personal 
development training with Maths 
revision. 

The challenge was a brilliant 
opportunity for students to apply their 
Maths knowledge outside of the 
classroom. The students were a credit 
to the school and the RAF instructors 
were also very impressed with the 
students' attitude and conduct. 



INVITATION TO All STUDENTS, PARENTS/CARERS, GOVERNORS AND STAFF 
If you would like to express comments regarding this newsletter or have any ideas for contributions 

for the next issue, please contact: office@manchester-academy,org 

Puzzle time 

St'Vt'1l up! 

I. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6 and 7 

in tlle circles so that each 
u1I ight line of three numbers 

adds lip to the ame total. 

Dizzy digits 

You can play around with 
your calculator to work 
out this puzzlt'. 

You Gill ust' tht' +, -, x ,';' 
and = kt'ys. 

Th is month's puzzle is in three parts. You need to answer 
all three parts. 

Part 1: Use four 4s to make 44 

Part 2: Use five 5s to make 55 

Part 3: Use six 6s to make 66 

Remember: You can use any of the 
+, -, x, .;. and = kt'ys. 

Now let's see ... 
4 + 4 + 44 ~ 52 
that's no good. 
How about 44 x4 -4 ? 
Enm... .. notquite! 

~I 

If a number in one of the ba lloons is included in the 
answers to the four problems below then that balloon 
will flyaway. 

Answers can be found online 

I, 

(C> -....... .. .. lM 

1. Balloons with a multiple of 9 
2. Square number balloons 
3. Prime number balloons 

WHICH BALLOON IS LEFT? 
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